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 New evidence not available at time of the hearing

Exhibit A: 

Confederate monument removals in Dallas, TX:

Decisions in conflict with charters, designations

and established heritage conservation policies

By: Ryan Sisak, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom

Exhibit B: Report Summary - Ryan Sisak, April 2019

 

Evidence omitted by Applicant at time of hearing showing 

options presented to City Council

Rebuttal to non-contributing, newer than significance

Exhibit C:

Confederate Monuments Recommendations and Next Steps

Dallas City Council Briefing - March 21, 2018

Jennifer Scripps, Director, Office of Cultural Affairs

Specifically slides: 3, 6, 8, 10, 19, 23 (of total 29 page 

attachment)

Exhibit D:

Options for the Confederate Monument

Dallas City Council Briefing - February 6, 2019

Jennifer Scripps, Director, Office of Cultural Affairs

Specifically slides 12 - 13, 16 - 28 (of total 63 page attachment)

Exhibits E1, 

E2, E3:

Dallas pioneers buried at Pioneer Cemetery who served in the 

Confederacy

Exhibit F:

Rebuttal to newer than period of significance

Monument etched stonework

Evidence omitted by Applicant at time of hearing showing 

options presented to City Council

Rebuttal to non-contributing, newer than significance

Exhibits G, 

H, I and J

Newsaper articles from 1962 - Dallas Morning News/Dallas 

Times Herald

Exhibit K Conflict of Interest - Landmark Commissioner Renee Strickland



































































































Decisions Made in Conflict with Charters, Designations 
and Established Heritage Conservation Policies 

——————————————————————————— 
REPORT SUMMARY - Ryan Sisak - April 2019 

——————————————————————————— 
OVERARCHING ARGUMENT: 

The City of Dallas Landmark Commission erred in its decision to remove the 
Confederate Monument from Pioneer Cemetery by grossly under-recognising the 
monument’s historical significance, ignoring the protections afforded by city 
ordinance, disregarding the cemetery’s Historical Marker, acting deafly and 
apathetically to local public opinion and contemporary heritage discourse, and by 
ruling discordantly against the internationally recognised Burra Charter (2013). 

RELEVANT CONCLUSIONS: 

I. Historical significance [3.3] 
A. Poorly defined by the COD Landmark Commission 

1. An unprecedented limited scope that considered only  a ‘period of 
significance’ as a basis. 

a) Significance of heritage is widely and internationally accepted to include 
a range of values, including: “evidential, historical, aesthetic, and 
communal values”. 

B. The Confederate Monument at Pioneer Cemetery is clearly a heritage fabric 
with these types of well-established values. 

1. Thus, the CM at PC is indeed historically significant. 
II. Landmark designation, City Ordinance No. 24938 and Historical Marker [3.4] 

A. Ordinance No. 24938 “includes ‘monuments’ as protected features’”. 
B. Historical Marker for PC from the Texas Historical Commission states that 

‘the monuments that have remained over time are significant reminders of the 
history of the city of Dallas’. 



C. The Landmark Nomination Form that led to Historic Overlay District No. 114 
being established benefited from leveraging the historical significance of the 
Confederate Monument, within the broader argument as to what constituted 
the historical significance of Pioneer Cemetery.  

1. This was indeed the opportunity to exclude the Confederate Monument 
from any mention of historical significance. 

a) Instead, the monument was leveraged as an asset of historical 
significance. 

b) Thus “attempts... to simplify the debate regarding historical 
significance to a ‘period’ are disingenuous”. 

III. COD & Report Author Data do not support removal of the CM at PC [4.2 - 4.3] 
A. 94% of  69 respondents polled at the Texas Civil War Museum believe that 

states that were in the Confederacy should be allowed to conserve Confederate 
monuments. 

B. 85% of opinions gathered by the Mayor’s Task Force on Confederate 
Monuments were ‘opposed to removal’. 

IV. Conflict with The Burra Charter (2013) [5.1] 
A. The charter “outlines that ‘if any building, work or other element is moved, it 

should be moved to an appropriate location and given an appropriate use. Such 
action should not be to the detriment of any place of cultural significance’”. 

1. The charter also “asserts that ‘co-existence of cultural values should always 
be recognised, respected and encouraged. This is especially important in 
cases where they conflict’”. 

a) Thus, “‘co-existence’ cannot mean a cleansing of the heritage 
landscape”. 

V. Conflict with contemporary heritage discourse [6.1] 
A. “The COD has partially succeeded in ‘involving residents as active agents in 

the collective debate’, but has utterly failed in its proceedings to ‘create an 
international perspective’”.  

1. Residents “voicing their opinions is the extent to which they have been 
‘active agents’”.

















































































































































































Newspaper Article Transcript –  

Confederate Monument’s 65th Anniversary 
Dallas Morning News, April 22, 1962 

 

They rededicated the Confederate Monument Sunday in Pioneer Cemetery – A graveyard 

where the markers read like Dallas street signs. 

About 75 people with Confederate blood in their veins and Confederate gray in their hair met 

to mark the anniversary of the unveiling of the massive marble and Llano granite monument. 

There were songs, prayers, and speeches.  And a 28-mile-an-hour south wind billowed flags an 

women’s skirts.  It carried away some of the speaker’s words.  

Sixty-five years ago, Sunday, the monument, bought by the Daughters of the Confederacy, was 

unveiled.  

The parade that snaked through Dallas streets that day dimmed all earlier parades in the city’s 

history. 

Most of the town’s 42,000 residents turned out.  The Texas Pacific Railway ran special trains 

into Dallas for the event. 

Guests of honor were the widow of Stonewall Jackson and a daughter of Jefferson Davis. 

When the women had arrived at the railroad station, Rebel veterans unhitched horses and 

themselves pulled the women’s carriage to the Oriental Hotel where the Baker now stands. 

Ben Stine, 75, was just 10 then.  He remembers there was a big picnic on the grass at City Park 

that afternoon. 

But it was about 3 p.m. before 7-year-old Viva Smith got any lunch.  She is Mrs. Floyd Ellison 

now, and 72. 

“I nearly starved to death.” Recalled Mrs. Ellison.  She rode on a float sponsored by Patton 

Seminary, a select girl’s school. 

She remembers the color of the parade.  But most of all she remembers a kind man who tossed 

a banana to a hungry 7-year-old girl.  “I had to split with a girlfriend” chuckled Mrs. Ellison. 

Gov. Charles A. Culberson orated that day: “Stoop, Angela from the skies; there is no holier spot 

of ground than where defeated valor lies by mourning beauty crowned.” 

But the monument wasn’t holy ground for vandals.  They raided the statues in 1948, shattering 

Stonewell’s saber and chipping off a part of Jefferson Davis’ face. 



The monument’s other statues, Albert Sidney Johnson, Robert E. Lee, and a nameless Rebel 

private – were not wounded in the attack. 

The city repaired the damage. Last year, the monument was moved out of City Park to Pioneer 

Cemetery, across Masonic Street from Dallas Memorial Auditorium, to make room for the R.L. 

Thornton Freeway. 

In bas-relief at the base, the main column is the face of Gen. W.L. (Tige) Cabell early Mayor of 

Dallas.  His grandson, present Mayor Earle Cabell was one of the speakers. 

Mrs. Olivia B. Davis, president of United Daughters of the Confederacy, Chapter 6 led the 

program.  Chapter 6 was (do not have rest of the article) 
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