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Purpose

• Provide an overview of the impact of the Juvenile

Curfew Ordinance on the City of Dallas.

• Provide statistical information relating to enforcement

of the Juvenile Curfew Ordinance.
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Goals

The following departmental goals will continue to be

achieved by enforcement of the Dallas Juvenile Curfew

Ordinance:

• Change the behavior of juveniles in a positive manner

• Reduce overall crime committed by juvenile offenders, 

particularly during school hours

• Decrease the number of juvenile victims of violent 

crimes

• Youth crime reduction strategy contributing to the 

Dallas Police Department’s goal of making Dallas one 

of the 5 safest large cities
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Briefing

• Dallas Juvenile Curfew Ordinance specifies the hours

of curfew for daytime during school sessions and

nighttime curfew year round.

• Daytime curfew hours are 9:00 A.M. until 2:30 P.M.

during weekdays.

• Nighttime curfew hours are 11:00 P.M. until 6:00 A.M.

from Sunday night through Thursday night.

• Weekend night hours are 12:00 A.M. until 6:00 A.M.
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Exceptions to Prosecution  

(Daytime)

• The school in which the minor was enrolled or

otherwise required to attend was not in session.

• The minor was participating in a school approved

work study program.

• The minor was on an excused absence from school

in which the minor was enrolled or otherwise required

to attend and had permission from a school official, or

in the case of a home-schooled minor, from the

minor’s parent or guardian.
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Exceptions to Prosecution 

(Nighttime)

• Accompanied by minor’s parent/guardian.

• On an errand at the direction of the minor’s

parent/guardian.

• Engaged in or going to or from an employment activity.

• Involved in an emergency.

• On the sidewalk abutting the minor’s residence or

neighbors residence.

• Attending, going to or from an official school, religious

or recreational activity supervised by adults.
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Briefing

• Adopted by the Dallas City Council on June 12, 1991.

• The City of Dallas amended the ordinance on May 18, 

2009, to include daytime curfew hours as a violation.

• On April 25, 2012, the ordinance was renewed.

• Texas Local Government Code requires the curfew 

ordinance be renewed every three years.

• Dallas Juvenile Curfew Ordinance expired on May 1, 

2015.
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Briefing (continued)

• Prior to the daytime curfew, the average number of

juveniles arrested each year for property crimes was

307.

• Since the daytime curfew hours were added, the

average number of juveniles arrested each year for

property crimes has dropped to 228, a reduction of

26%.

• Since 2012, arrests of juveniles during daytime

curfew hours for property crimes have dropped by

11%.
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Briefing (continued)

• Prior to the daytime curfew, the average number of 

juveniles arrested each year for violent crimes was 

100.

• Since the daytime curfew hours were added, the

average number of juveniles arrested each year for

violent crimes has dropped to 87, a reduction of

13%.
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Summary

• Violent and property crimes committed by juveniles

during daytime hours have been reduced since the

enactment of the curfew ordinance.

• Most juveniles cited for Section 31-33 Daytime

Curfew are placed in a 1-day life skills class.

- Successful completion results in the charge being dismissed
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Questions? 


	PSC_6_Juvenile-Curfew-Ordinance_Memo_110915
	PSC_6_Juvenile-Curfew-Ordinance_Briefing_110915



