
Memorandum

DATE April 9, 2018 CITY OF DALLAS 

TO 

Members of the Government Performance & Financial Management Committee: 
Jennifer S. Gates (Chair), Scott Griggs (Vice Chair), Sandy Greyson, 
Lee M. Kleinman, Philip T. Kingston, Tennell Atkins, Kevin Felder 

SUBJECT Rockwall Central Appraisal District 

“Our Product is Service” 
Empathy | Ethics | Excellence | Equity 

The Texas Property Tax Code requires appraisal districts obtain approval of 75 percent 
of their taxing units (school districts, county, and cities) to purchase, lease, or renovate a 
building to house the appraisal district office.  Rockwall Central Appraisal District has 
submitted a request to the City of Dallas for approval of an expansion and renovation 
project. The planned 12,000 square foot two-story addition, expanded parking lot, and 
updates to the current building will not exceed $4 million.  Project details are attached.   

The appraisal district office at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, Texas has been in use for 
20 years. In that time, the population of Rockwall County has almost tripled and continues 
to grow at an increasing rate. While the building is structurally sound, it lacks the space 
and parking capacity to adequately serve employees and citizens.  

The proposed project will greatly enlarge and enhance the comfort in the public areas. 
The parking area will triple and offer a one-way flow of traffic, accommodate all visitors, 
and make access to the building safer. The project will allow the appraisal district to hire 
additional employees to reach the recommended workload levels and better serve the 
citizens of Rockwall County. 

Our share of the debt service cost is based on our percent of the 2017 levy within 
Rockwall County or 0.036 percent.  The debt cost allocated to Dallas will be $115 per 
year for 20 years.  This will be an increase to our annual cost which was $446 in FY 2016-
17. On April 25, City Council will consider the attached resolution.  If you have any
questions, please let me know.

M. Elizabeth Reich
Chief Financial Officer
Attachments

c: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
T.C. Broadnax, City Manager
Larry Casto, City Attorney
Craig D. Kinton, City Auditor
Bilierae Johnson, City Secretary (Interim)
Daniel F. Solis, Administrative Judge
Kimberly Bizor Tolbert, Chief of Staff to the City Manager
Majed A. Al-Ghafry, Assistant City Manager

Jon Fortune, Assistant City Manager 
Joey Zapata, Assistant City Manager 
Jo M. (Jody) Puckett, Assistant City Manager (Interim) 
Nadia Chandler Hardy, Chief of Community Services 
Raquel Favela, Chief of Economic Development & Neighborhood Services 
Theresa O’Donnell, Chief of Resilience 
Directors and Assistant Directors 



 
STRATEGIC 
PRIORITY:

Government Performance and Financial Management

AGENDA DATE: April 25, 2018

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): N/A

DEPARTMENT: Office of Budget

CMO: Elizabeth Reich, 670-7804

MAPSCO: N/A
________________________________________________________________

SUBJECT

Approve the Rockwall Central Appraisal District’s (RCAD) proposal to renovate and 
expand RCAD's current facility located at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, Texas, pursuant 
to § 6.051 of the Tex. Tax Code which requires such proposal be approved by 
three-fourths (3/4) of all taxing units entitled to vote on the appointment of RCAD board 
members which includes the City of Dallas - Financing: This action has no cost 
consideration to the City (see Fiscal Information for future cost) 

BACKGROUND

The Texas Property Tax Code requires appraisal districts obtain approval of 75 percent 
of their taxing units (school districts, county, and cities) to purchase, lease, or renovate 
a building to house the appraisal district office. Rockwall Central Appraisal District 
(CAD) has submitted a request to the City of Dallas as they plan an expansion and 
renovation project. The planned 12,000 square foot two-story addition, expanded 
parking lot, and updates to the current building will not exceed $4,000,000.

The Rockwall (CAD) office at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, Texas has been in use for 20 
years.  In that time, the population of Rockwall County has almost tripled and continues 
to grow at an increasing rate.  While the building is structurally sound, it lacks the space 
and parking capacity to adequately serve employees and citizens.

The proposed project will greatly enlarge and enhance the comfort in the public areas.  
The parking area will triple and offer a one-way flow of traffic, accommodate all visitors, 
and make access to the building safer.  The project will allow for the hiring of additional 
employees to more closely reach the recommended workload levels and provide the 
opportunity to better serve the citizens of Rockwall County.

Our share of the debt service cost is based on our percent of the 2017 levy within 
Rockwall County or 0.036 percent. The debt cost allocated to Dallas will be $115 per 
year for 20 years.  This will be an increase to our annual cost which was $446 in FY 
2016-17.
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PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW (COUNCIL, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS)

Information about this item will be provided to the Government Performance and 
Financial Management Committee on April 16, 2018.

FISCAL INFORMATION

The Rockwall Central Appraisal District plans to renovate and expand their facility for a 
cost not to exceed $4,000,000 pending approval of three-fourths of their taxing units 
entitled to vote on the appointment of RCAD board members.  The debt cost will be 
allocated to the taxing entities over 20 years.  The City of Dallas allocation is expected 
to be $115 per year for 20 years and will be paid from the General Fund (subject to 
annual appropriations). 



COUNCIL CHAMBER

April 25, 2018

WHEREAS, § 6.051, Texas Tax Code authorizes the Board of Directors of an appraisal 
district to construct or renovate a building or other improvements as necessary to 
establish and operate the appraisal office; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Rockwall Central Appraisal District has 
delivered a copy of Resolution # 2018-001 setting forth the desire to renovate and 
expand the property situated at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Rockwall Central Appraisal District has also 
delivered information showing the costs of available alternatives to the renovation of the 
property situated at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, Texas; and

WHEREAS, § 6.051, Texas Tax Code requires that an appraisal district’s construction 
or renovation of such real property and improvements must be approved by 
three-fourths (3/4) of the taxing units entitled to vote on the appointment of board 
members; and

WHEREAS, the City of Dallas is a taxing unit entitled to vote on the appointment of 
board members; and

WHEREAS, the Rockwall Central Appraisal District desires the City of Dallas approval 
of the Rockwall Central Appraisal District building project in accordance with § 6.051, 
Texas Tax Code; and

WHEREAS, City of Dallas approves of the Rockwall Central Appraisal District 
construction proposal to renovate the property; and

WHEREAS, the referenced provisions of the Texas Property Tax Code authorize the 
following action.

Now, Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That the Rockwall Central Appraisal District’s proposal to renovate the 
property situated at 841 Justin Road, Rockwall, Texas is hereby approved.

SECTION 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its 
passage in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is 
accordingly so resolved.
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