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Purpose
To review the proposed Body Worn
Camera procedures for the police
department

• Program objectives
• General procedures
• What to record
• When to record
• Prohibited practices
• Effects of pending legislation
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PERF Study
• The Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) 

assembled a group of law enforcement executives in 
September 2013 to discuss body worn cameras

• The intent of the study was to establish best practices for 
body camera policies

• Study recognizes differences in state laws that may 
effect the policy

• Published a set of guidelines that established some base 
line considerations for departments to consider when 
implementing a camera program

• Many of the Dallas Police Department procedures were 
modeled from these recommendations 3



Goal of the program
• To utilize body worn cameras in a manner 

that is fair and equitable towards employees 
and citizens

• Recognize the cameras have a limited field 
of view and cannot capture the entire event
• Lighting
• Depth perception
• Frame speed
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Program Objectives
• Enhance transparency 
• Enhance officer safety
• Improve evidence collection, officer 

reporting and court testimony
• Protect against false claims of 

impropriety
• Provide accurate documentation of 

events
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Responsibilities 
• All video captured must be stored in a secure city 

environment

• Officers must be trained before using the camera

• After the program begins, officers cannot use personally 
owned cameras – exception would require same 
equipment

• Prohibits altering video

• Prohibits making copies of video

• Can be used on off duty jobs

• Outlines specific procedures for the operation of the 
camera and downloading of the video
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Recording
• Record all contacts within the scope of an official law 

enforcement capacity
• Examples

• Vehicle or pedestrian stops
• Calls for service – upon arrival
• Pursuits
• Crimes in progress
• Consensual searches
• Anticipated arrest
• Seizures of narcotics, cash or high value property
• Critical Incident Team (CIT) calls
• During Field Sobriety testing 7



Recording- cont.
• Any time an officer believes it is necessary to enhance 

evidence collection or preserve the recording of an event

• Any incident that may result in enforcement action or an 
official report being completed

• Deactivate when no further value to record – protecting 
accident scenes

• Gives officer latitude to stop recording when nothing of 
evidentiary value will be gained

• Requires officers to announce reason for deactivation

• Procedure recognizes there are spontaneous events 
where an immediate situation may make it unsafe for the 
officer to immediately activate the camera 8



Prohibited practices
• Cannot record in following circumstances

• In personal spaces such as bathrooms 

• Hospitals or doctors offices unless needed for investigatory 
purposes

• On break or engaged in personal activity

• Images of undercover officers or informants unless 
requested by supervisor

• Work related meetings or details

• Personal conversations between employees

• During administrative investigations
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Retention and Review
• Video will be retained a minimum of 90 days

• If tagged for retention will be retained indefinitely

• Video can only be released through the Open Records 
Unit unless approved by the Chief of Police

• Videos can be sent to other law enforcement agencies 
with supervisory approval

• Officers will be allowed to review any available video 
before making a statement
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Questions?
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