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Meeting Date: April 28, 2014 Convened: 9:10 a.m. Adjourned: 9:58 a.m. 
 

Members Present: 

Dwaine R. Caraway, Chair 
Sandy Greyson, Vice Chair 
Rick Callahan 
Lee M. Kleinman 
Adam Medrano 
Carolyn R. Davis 
 

 

Members Absent: 

 
 

 

Briefing Presenters 

Keith Manoy 
Assistant Director, Public Works 
 
Joey Zapata 
Assistant City Manager 

 

  
Staff Present: 
Joey Zapata, Jimmy Martin, Liz Hernandez, Jared White, Chris Bowers, Dennis Ware, John Rogers, Lynetta 
Kidd, Valanda Quaite, Priscylla Bento, Eric Izuora 

 

Special Guests: 
 

 

AGENDA: 

1. Approval of April 14, 2014 Minutes 
 Presenter(s):  

 Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s): 

 

 

 A motion was made to approve the minutes of April 14, 2014. 

 Motion made by: Rick Callahan Motion seconded by:  Lee M. Kleinman 
 
 

 Item passed unanimously:    Item passed on a divided vote:    

 Item failed unanimously:    Item failed on a divided vote:    

 
2. Storm Water Pollution Prevention Efforts 

 Presenter(s): Joey Zapata 

 Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s): 

 

 

DRAFT 
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DRAFT 

 The purpose of this presentation was to brief the Committee on current efforts to prevent stormwater pollution caused by lawn 
maintenance activities. 

The Committee requested: a review of ordinances regulating the use of lawn care equipment and noise; a notice of increased 
enforcement be sent to lawn maintenance companies; and information about bulk trash put out times be given to lawn 
maintenance companies. 

 Motion made by:   Motion seconded by:   
 
 

 Item passed unanimously:    Item passed on a divided vote:    

 Item failed unanimously:    Item failed on a divided vote:    

 
 
3. Bicycle Helmet Ordinances 

 Presenter(s): Keith Manoy 

 The purpose of this briefing was to review the current bicycle helmet ordinance. 

The Chair requested a review of previous council actions and informing facts; and outside stakeholder input at the May 
12, 2014 committee meeting. 

 

 Action Taken/Committee 
Recommendation(s): 

 

 Motion made by:  Motion seconded by:   

 Item passed unanimously:    Item passed on a divided vote:    

 Item failed unanimously:    Item failed on a divided vote:    

 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Councilmember Dwaine R. Caraway 
Chair 





Uptown Ciclovia Event for May 26, 2014	

!

Presented to:	

The Quality of Life & Environment Committee - May 12, 2014	


!

!

Joseph Pitchford 
Uptown Dallas, Inc. Board Member	


!

Angela Hunt 
Steering Committee Member
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Ciclovía (si:klo’vi:a)

• An international movement to occasionally close major 
urban streets to automobile traffic	


• Allow only pedestrians, bikes, rollerblades, strollers, etc.	


• Also known as “Open Streets”
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Ciclovía
“Open Streets” events exist today in more than 100 North 
American cities, including:

• Los Angeles	


• New Orleans	


• Montreal	


• Louisville	


• Oklahoma City

• Boston	


• New York	


• San Francisco	


• Chicago	


• Toronto

• Austin	


• Houston	


• Fort Worth	


• Brownsville	


• San Antonio 4



‘Síclovía’ San Antonio

• Managed by the YMCA & the City of San Antonio	


• 2.3 mile route from Alamo Plaza to Lion’s Field	


• Two Síclovía events a year	


• +/- 50,000 participants in April 2013
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Uptown Ciclovía 2014

• Managed in partnership with YMCA Dallas	


• A free neighborhood event open to all	


• Health & Wellness/Family Orientation	


• No alcohol sales	


• Memorial Day, May 26, 2014, 10am-3pm
8



Uptown Ciclovia 
Route ~ 2014

• 1.25 mile street closure 

• Connects the Katy Trail to Klyde Warren 
Park & The Dallas Arts District 

• Creates a 4.75 mile car-free pedestrian 
route

9



10



Uptown Ciclovía Sponsors                                                                             

Hillcrest Bank     REI     The Rustic     University of North Texas at Dallas
As of May 2014
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Uptown Ciclovía In-Kind Support

As of May 2014
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For more information visit: 
www.uptownciclovia.org 

www.facebook.com/uptownciclovia
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Presented to the Quality of Life & Environment 
Committee

May 12, 2014

Update on Bicycle Helmet Ordinance



Purpose
 On Monday, April 28th, Quality of Life & Environment 

Committee members requested background information on 
the development and adoption of the 1996 bicycle helmet 
ordinance, and public input at its next meeting

 This briefing will provide the requested information 
 Public input will be sought following the briefing
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Background
State Government Action Date

73rdTexas State Legislature HB 2247 – Requires a helmet be worn 
by all bicycle operators and passengers

Dealers will need to provide purchaser 
of bicycle a written explanation of the 
law

Require that a dealer may not lease a 
bicycle to a person without determining 
that a helmet is in the possession of each 
person who will operate or ride the 
bicycle

Introduced March 11, 1993

Left pending in committee May 11, 
1993

73rdTexas State Legislature HB 1978 – Gave the Texas Department 
of Public Safety the responsibility for 
establishing criteria for a training 
curriculum and certification for 
instructors to teach bicycle safety

Introduced March 10, 1993

Governor Signed HB 1978 June 18, 1993
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Prior Actions
Council Committee/ Commission Action Date

Health,Youth, and Human Services 
Committee

Requested a draft ordinance 
requiring bicycle helmets for all 
ages and one for under 17 years of 
age

October 9, 1995

Public Safety Committee Briefed on the proposed ordinance 
by the City Attorney’s Office

December 4, 1995

Youth Commission Voted in opposition of proposed 
ordinance, but in support of 
bicycle training and education

December 14, 1995
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Prior Actions
Council Committee/ Commission Action Date

Human Services Commission Voted in favor of proposed all ages 
ordinance

December 18, 1995

Health, Youth, and Human Services 
Committee & Youth Commission –
Joint Public Hearing

Of the 73 people who spoke at the 
public hearing:
• 44 Supported ordinance for all 

ages
• 25 Supported ordinance for 

persons under 17 years of age
• 4 Spoke in opposition to the 

ordinance

January 23, 1996

Health, Youth, and Human Services 
Committee 

Recommended that an open-age 
ordinance be forwarded to the full 
council with a recommendation for 
approval; the full council would 
determine the specific age group

February 12, 1996
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Prior Actions
Committee/Council Action Date

City Council Briefing Staff briefing, summarized on 
pages 7- 11

May 15, 1996
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Issues from Briefing
 Bicycle related head injuries and deaths were a serious public 

health concern and a product of preventable accidents
 In 1993, 6,164  Texans died from accidents, 3,184 died from 

motor vehicle accidents and 57 were killed while riding bicycles 
 In Dallas, 1994 and 1995 surveys indicated that the number of 

cyclists who wore helmets averaged 5% – 23%
 Only three cities in Texas had passed bicycle helmet ordinances
 According to statistics, persons aged 0-19 have the highest 

percentage of bicycle-related head injuries and deaths; persons 
60 and older have the second highest
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Issues from Briefing
 Concerned that:

 A mandatory bicycle helmet ordinance would be difficult to enforce, could 
result in minimal or selective enforcement, and could be counterproductive 
to establishing positive community relationships

 A mandated bicycle helmet ordinance may reduce bicycle ridership
 The ordinance seeks to legislate behavior for only one of the many causes of 

head injuries
 The cost of providing helmets for all of its bicycle riders may present a 

serious burden to some families
 In order to be effective, helmets must be properly fitted and worn correctly
 Conclusions from various studies were stated as being often contradictory, 

confusing, inconclusive, and debatable due to differences in interpretation 
and methodologies of data collection
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Staff Recommendations (1996)
 Enhance the existing bicycle public education program 

through the Dallas Police Department and the PWT’s Bicycle 
Coordinator
 Collaborate with private businesses to define ways of reducing 

the cost of helmets
 Develop incentives and ways to increase the use of bicycle 

helmets

 If a helmet ordinance were to be approved by Council, 
recommend that the ordinance mandate helmet use for 
persons of all ages
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May 22, 1996 Council Action
Motions Option Details Details Cont. Approval

Motion A Helmet required for 
all

Voting Yes: 10
Voting No: 5

Motion B Helmet required for 
under 17

Voting Yes: 4
Voting No: 11

Motion C No penalty for 
violation 
&
No notification 
requirements of 
bicycle dealers

Directed city 
manager to develop 
an education and 
outreach plan; and to 
provide a status 
report to council 
after twelve months 

No Vote

Motion A and motion B both contained an amendment which requires:
• A dealer to have a sign conspicuously posted on the dealer’s premises notifying all customers that 

it is a city ordinance violation to operate or ride a bicycle without a helmet; 
• Require that a dealer may not lease a bicycle to a person without determining through physical 

observation that a helmet is in the possession of each person who will operate or ride the bicycle
10



Draft Ordinance Options
 Option 1: No change to the ordinance. Anyone who rides a 

bicycle is required to wear a helmet.

 Option 2: Delete the helmet requirement entirely. No one 
will be required to wear a bicycle helmet.

 Option 3: Amend the ordinance to require bicycle helmets 
for minors only. The helmet ordinance currently defines 
minors as “any person under 17 years of age.”
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Public Input
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Update on Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention 
Efforts
Presented to the Quality of Life & Environment Committee
May 12, 2014



Background and Purpose
• On April 28, 2014, Quality of Life & Environment Committee 

members requested staff to implement a public information 
campaign to promote proper landscape waste management 
and develop draft ordinances to strengthen regulations

• This briefing will provide the committee an update on 
completed and planned actions
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Action Timeline
Action Timeline

Letter to Landscape Companies: 

• It is a violation to blow lawn debris into 
City streets and the stormwater system

• Code inspectors are taking enforcement 
action when violations are observed

• Quality of Life & Environment 
Committee will consider amendments 
to strengthen ordinances on landscape 
activities on May 27, 2014

Mailed May 8, 2014 (attached)

3



Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

Leaf Blower Blitz

• Stormwater staff will be meeting with 
companies currently contracted with the 
city for landscape maintenance

• Staff will provide information on existing 
ordinances, tips for proper lawn waste 
management leaf blower etiquette, and 
a copy of the bulk waste schedule

May 8 and May 23, 2014
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

City Staff Training

• Stormwater Outreach personnel have 
scheduled in-house training to staff in 
departments that perform landscape 
maintenance for City facilities

May and June 2014
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

Summer Media Campaign

• Trinity Watershed Management and the 
Public Information Office will implement 
English and Spanish advertisements for 
placement in newspapers , radio, 
television, cinema, electronic billboard 
and online banner ads

• The 2013 campaign included:
• Radio: ~1050 spots on 6 Stations

• TV: ~2900 spots on 7 stations

• Online Banners: ~1.5 million imprints on 7 
websites 

• Movie Theatres: ~13,350 spots on 37 screens 

• Bill Boards: ~2,250,000 at 10 electronic 
billboard locations

• Print Media: 106 ads in 9 publications 

June – September 2014
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

July Water Bill Insert

• Will provide English and Spanish 
information on proper lawn waste 
control and use of leaf blowers, 
including the potential fines for misuse

July 2014
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Committee Input for Draft 
Ordinance
• Potential regulations from April 28th meeting

• Require catching bag on grass/leaf/debris blowers
• Require City contracted companies to cover nearby storm drain 

inlets while working
• Require business registration for landscape maintenance 

companies
• Time of day noise restrictions on landscape maintenance 

activities on weekends
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Practices of Other Cities
City Leaf Blowing 

Ordinance
Staff Action Legal time to 

Operate Lawn 
Equipment

Mesquite Yes If witnessed, cite $500-$2000; require them to blow back 
onto the property

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Richardson Yes Give verbal warning; seldom are citations issued Sunrise to 
Sunset

Plano Yes If witnessed, require them to bag it

1st time violator: education

2nd time violator: notice of violation

3rd time violator: citation

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Carrollton Yes 1st time violator: notice of violation issued to either the
property owner, or crew leader if done by a contractor

2nd time violator OR egregious violation: a citation

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Austin Yes, but through 
water quality code

Verbal warning and require them to clean up blown debris

Egregious problems may be prosecuted

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

9



Next Steps
• On May 27th, the Quality of Life & Environment Committee 

will consider amendments to strengthen ordinances on 
landscape activities to prevent storm water pollution
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Appendix
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