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Background and Purpose
• On April 28, 2014, Quality of Life & Environment Committee 

members requested staff to implement a public information 
campaign to promote proper landscape waste management 
and develop draft ordinances to strengthen regulations

• This briefing will provide the committee an update on 
completed and planned actions
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Action Timeline
Action Timeline

Letter to Landscape Companies: 

• It is a violation to blow lawn debris into 
City streets and the stormwater system

• Code inspectors are taking enforcement 
action when violations are observed

• Quality of Life & Environment 
Committee will consider amendments 
to strengthen ordinances on landscape 
activities on May 27, 2014

Mailed May 8, 2014 (attached)
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

Leaf Blower Blitz

• Stormwater staff will be meeting with 
companies currently contracted with the 
city for landscape maintenance

• Staff will provide information on existing 
ordinances, tips for proper lawn waste 
management leaf blower etiquette, and 
a copy of the bulk waste schedule

May 8 and May 23, 2014
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

City Staff Training

• Stormwater Outreach personnel have 
scheduled in-house training to staff in 
departments that perform landscape 
maintenance for City facilities

May and June 2014
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

Summer Media Campaign

• Trinity Watershed Management and the 
Public Information Office will implement 
English and Spanish advertisements for 
placement in newspapers , radio, 
television, cinema, electronic billboard 
and online banner ads

• The 2013 campaign included:
• Radio: ~1050 spots on 6 Stations

• TV: ~2900 spots on 7 stations

• Online Banners: ~1.5 million imprints on 7 
websites 

• Movie Theatres: ~13,350 spots on 37 screens 

• Bill Boards: ~2,250,000 at 10 electronic 
billboard locations

• Print Media: 106 ads in 9 publications 

June – September 2014
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Action Timeline (Cont.)
Action Timeline

July Water Bill Insert

• Will provide English and Spanish 
information on proper lawn waste 
control and use of leaf blowers, 
including the potential fines for misuse

July 2014
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Committee Input for Draft 
Ordinance
• Potential regulations from April 28th meeting

• Require catching bag on grass/leaf/debris blowers
• Require City contracted companies to cover nearby storm drain 

inlets while working
• Require business registration for landscape maintenance 

companies
• Time of day noise restrictions on landscape maintenance 

activities on weekends
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Practices of Other Cities
City Leaf Blowing 

Ordinance
Staff Action Legal time to 

Operate Lawn 
Equipment

Mesquite Yes If witnessed, cite $500-$2000; require them to blow back 
onto the property

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Richardson Yes Give verbal warning; seldom are citations issued Sunrise to 
Sunset

Plano Yes If witnessed, require them to bag it

1st time violator: education

2nd time violator: notice of violation

3rd time violator: citation

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Carrollton Yes 1st time violator: notice of violation issued to either the
property owner, or crew leader if done by a contractor

2nd time violator OR egregious violation: a citation

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Austin Yes, but through 
water quality code

Verbal warning and require them to clean up blown debris

Egregious problems may be prosecuted

7 a.m. to 10 
p.m.
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Next Steps
• On May 27th, the Quality of Life & Environment Committee 

will consider amendments to strengthen ordinances on 
landscape activities to prevent storm water pollution
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Appendix
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