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Purpose  

• Explain how technology, Internet and cell phones, 
have  changed the face and landscape of Sex 
Trafficking.  

– Moved from a localized street level or Sexually 
Oriented Business (SOB), to a virtual environment 
 

– Operate in the City of Dallas with intangible 
boundaries/locations 
 

– Traditional enforcement techniques  less effective 
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Goals and Objectives 

• Leverage technology to  establish a clear presence 
on the Internet to: 
– Reduce offenses 

‒ Identify and locate child and adult victims of sex 
trafficking 

‒ Deter and disrupt criminal conduct 

‒ Remove perceived anonymity for those who: 
 Post ads for prostitution 

 Respond to ads for prostitution “Johns” 

– Sustainable 
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Technology Facilitated Trafficking  

• Game Changer 
– Availability of technology 

• Crosses social and economic lines  

– New points of contact 
• Recruitment 

– Internet sites  

– Social networking sites 

– Chat  lines 

• Advertisement 

• Delivery 
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Technology Facilitated Trafficking  

• Game Changer 
– Perceived anonymity of users 

• Traffickers, Buyers, “Johns” and Posters 
– All done online, phone, only exposure is walking to hotel 

room 

– Provides platform to disguise as: 
• Legitimate  

• Enables the old to look younger, young look 
older 
– Hide  child victims 

» Portray children as adults 
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Technology Facilitated Trafficking  

• Investigative/Enforcement Challenges  
– Identifying/locating children 

• Who is in the picture 
– Is it a real person? 

• Prepaid phones, credit cards 

• Volume 
– Dates/meetings 

– Staffing / Safety 
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Technology Facilitated Trafficking Methods  

• Internet Based Platforms/Delivery 
– Internet ads 

• Online escorts 
– Backpage, Eros, Ecci 

• Magazine ads 

• Social networking sites 

• More everyday 
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Technology Facilitated Trafficking Methods  

• Internet Based Platforms/Delivery 
– How does it work? 

– What does it look like? 
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Backpage.Com 
Example of “Brief” ad view 
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Backpage.Com 
Example of “Full” ad view 
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Scope of the Problem (Dallas) 

• January 2012 thru May 2012: 

– Identified (26) child victims of sex trafficking 

• 7 (27%) had Internet ads placed by traffickers 

– 80 child sex trafficking Cybertips from National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)  

• Cybertips are distributed by the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children to local law enforcement 
and ICAC Units 

 

11 



Example of 

Cybertip 

 

DPD 

ICAC/HRVT 

received 1279 

CyberTips for 

follow up 

investigation 

during the 

year 2012 
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Operation Brick and Mortar 

• Comprehensive technology based 
operation 
– Establishes DPD presence on the Internet 

– Allows for enforcement of virtual world as 
with a “brick and mortar building” 

– Makes illegal activity difficult 

– Rescues child victims 
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Phase One 

• Proactive Target Hardening 

– Answer posted Internet ads, offer assistance, 
services, and resources to possible victims, 
especially children 
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Phase One Resource Example 
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Phase Two 

• Proactive Target Hardening 

– Posting  deterrence undercover ads targeting  the 
demand side “Johns” with a warning about being  
illegal activity and possibility of arrest 
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Phase Two - Undercover Ad Example 

17 



Phase Three 
• Enforcement 

– Coordinated effort “Leveraging Resources” 
between  Child Exploitation/High Risk Victims and 
Trafficking Squad, Vice, and Patrol/Metro officers 
with directed enforcement on posted ads 

• Identify child and/or adult victims 

• Meet suspect or poster (Undercover or Knock and 
Talk) 

• Arrest of subjects who engage in prostitution via the 
posted ads focusing on:   

– Recovery of children 

– Demand  ‘Johns” 

– Trafficker/preferential offender focus 
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Case Example 

• 15 years of age victim of child sex 
trafficking 

• Runaway from county North of Dallas 

• Recovered during Brick and Mortar 
Operation 
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Example of ad.   Note this ad is of a 15 years of age child who has 

been a runaway from another city for over a year.  Child recovered  

6/22/12 from this ad during Operation Brick and Mortar 

20 



Other ads posted of the same 16  year  old child victim on Backpage 
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Stats First Operation 

• Random Internet Ads contacted: 22 

• Prostitution arrest initiated from ads: 23 
– Adult: 21 

– Juvenile: 2 

–One 16 years of age 

–One 17 years of age 
 

Note:  
    100% of ads (22) where UC officer made contact with the poster 

resulted in an arrest for prostitution 
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Stats June 2012 – August 2013 

• 5 separate operations: 

– Internet based ads contacted   129 

– Arrest, Criminal Solicitation of a Minor      2 

– Arrest Compelling Prostitution    6 

– Arrest of “Johns” Demand       42 

– Total enforcement – arrest/citations   118 

– Child victims identified/recovered         6 
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Summary Page 

• Mobile technology is a “game changer” 
influencing  how crimes are committed and 
investigated 

• Law enforcement, Dallas Police Department, 
has established a clear and visible presence on 
the Internet  as a deterrence to criminal 
activity 

• Technology has to continuously be evaluated 
and leveraged  
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QUESTIONS? 
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