Digital Billboards:

Ordinance Amendment

Public Meeting
December 2, 2024

City Of Dal Ias Jason Pool, Asst. Director (l)

Oscar Aguilera, Senior Planner

Scott Roper, Plan Review & Inspection Supervisor

Planning & Development Department
City of Dallas




* A City Counclil authorized hearing to amend (1) the
relocation of certain detached non-premise signs
provisions in 51A-7.307, (2) the digital detached non-
premise sign provisions in Section 51A-7.308, and (3)
the non-conformance and enforcement
procedures in Division 51A-7.700 of the Dallas City
Code.
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* The purpose of this request is 1o re-evaluate and
amend the detached non-premise signs, the digital
detached non-premise (digital billooards), and the
non-conforming and enforcement procedures
provisions in Chapter 51(A) Article VIl ordinances to
ensure City Code reflects current public needs and
safety.
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July 9, 2024 — First Public Meeting

June 4, 2024 — First Industry Stakeholder Meeting

On August 23, 2023, the Dallas City Council voted to initiate an authorized hearing to amend Chapter
51A of the Dallas Development Code's non-premise expressway sign provisions in the context of
digital displays.

In June 2011, the City Council authorized the use of digital displays on existing expressway
billboards, with key provisions including a 3:1 static to digital face exchange, with the removal of
exchanged structures. This resulted in the removal of 461 sign structures throughout the city. Set a
limit of 50 digital non-premise expressway structures (sites) citywide. Reinforced the spacing limits
for sign relocations in 51A-7.307, eliminated SUP options, and added limits for same-side roadway
signs. The operational requirements for brightness, fault response, and emergency info display.
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Proposed amendments to the Dallas Development Code Chapter 51A-7, regulations about non-
premise signs (billboards).

Provide flexibility on the relocation of certain legal non-conforming detached non-premise signs
(billboards) subject to restrictions.

Allow certain legal non-conforming detached non-premise to be modified to use digital display
technology subject to restrictions.

Modify the City of Dallas Signage Code to align with the Federal Highway Administration and Texas
Department of Transportation Codes regarding digital non-premise signs (billboards).

To prevent the proliferation of illegally constructed billboards throughout the city, promote traffic
safety, and reduce the number of nonconforming non-premise signs (billboards) within the City of
Dallas.

Concentrate all non-premise signs towards fronting the expressways.
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e Staff compared several cities within our nation to evaluate non-
premise signs (billboards) and best practices to help staff address
the current issues with the City of Dallas’s outdated non-premise
signage code. The Cities evaluated and compared were Austin TX,
Fort Worth, TX, Chicago, IL, Atlanta GA, Miami, FL, and Inglewood.
Staff evaluation revealed that the City of Austin, Fort Worth, and
Miami codes prohibit new non-premise signs (billboards). All these
cities have non-conforming rules and regulations to allow for the
relocation of billboard signs, but most cities do not allow
conversions to digital billboards. Conversely, Atlanta, Chicago, and
Inglewood allow billboards, including digital, with strict code
regulations. The City of Chicago even owns all the digital billboards
and profits from the rental of these digital billboards.

Digital Billboards: Current Overview

6



SEC. 51A-7.307. RELOCATION OF CERTAIN DETACHED NON-PREMISE SIGNS.

* (a) In general. Certain legal non-conforming detached non-premise signs may be relocated subject to the
restrictions in this section.

* (b) Application. The owner of the sign a

year-afterapproval-of-therelocationapplication- must submit a sign relocation permit application. After the
building official approves the sign relocation permit, the owner must apply for a demolition permit to remove
sign in accordance with Subsection (d). The owner must complete demolition of sign structure according to the
applicable ratio in Subsection (d) before the sign structure is relocated.

* (c) Compliance Required. Except as provided in this section, relocated signs must fully comply with the size,
height, spacing, setback, and other restrictions in this article. In order to be considered legal and maintain non-
conforming status, the sign must be current on registrations at the time this ordinance is passed.
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' Draft proposed conditions:
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 (d) Sign face exchange ratio.

e (1) For every one sign structure to be relocated, three detached non-premise sign structures must be removed
from within the city.

* (A) No creditis given for the relocated sign structure.

* (B) Removal of sigh structures must be completed before sign relocation may commence.

 (e) Reserved.

* (f) Relocated expressway signs.

.« (1)

5 g : G ; - A relocated expressway sign may
not have an effective area that exceeds 672 square feet.

* (2) Arelocated expressway sign must have a setback of at least 40 feet from the nearest expressway travel lane
and at least five feet from the nearest public right-of-way but may not be relocated more than 200 feet from the
expressway right-of-way.

* (3 )The effective area of a relocated expressway sign does not include extensions of the sign face if:
* (A) the extensions do not collectively exceed 20 percent of the original area of the sign face; and

* (B) noindividual extension exceeds 80 percent of the original length or 50 percent of the original height of
the sign face.
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Draft proposed conditions

* (4) The height of a relocated expressway sign may not exceed an overall height of 50 feet, or 42.5 feet above
the nearest point on the nearest travel surface of the nearest expressway or new expressway, whichever is
higher, if the total height of the sign does not exceed 80 feet above the ground at the base of the sign.
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Draft proposed

* (g) {e} Restrictions on relocations.

* (1) Asign may not be relocated within 1,000 feet of a new expressway.

+—{5}(2) A non-HBAexpressway sign must be relocated at least 580 300 feet from another non-premise sign on
the same side of the expressway.

+—{6}(3) An HBAexpressway sign must be relocated at least 500 feet from another non-premise sign on the
same side of the expressway.
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Draft proposed conditions:
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Draft proposed conditions:

+—{12}(6) A sign may not be relocated within 2888 500 feet of the Trinity River, measured from the center line
of the . L .
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+—{1347) A sign may not be relocated within 500 feet of a historic district, public park, city-owned lake, or the
escarpment zone or geologically similar areas.

+—{14}8) An nen-HBA expressway sign may not be relocated within 500 feet of a non-business or residential
zoning district.
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+—{16}(9) A sign may not be relocated within 200 50 feet measured from the center point of any intersection involving:

* (A) two or more arterials;
* (B) an expressway frontage road and an arterial; or
* (C) expressway travel lanes or ramps.

«—{17}3(10) Except as provided in SEC. 51A-7.308, no new properties, such as electrical, mechanical, or digital, may be added to a
relocated sign. (For example, a non-illuminated sign may not be converted to an illuminated sign, and a plain billboard may not be
converted to a digital or tri-vision sign.)

* (h) Measurements. Measurements of distance under this section pertalnlng to minimum separatlon between signs are liner radlal
unless otherwise specified in the provnsnon A :
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* (i) Specific use permit. The city council may grant a specific use permit to:

* (1) authorizea-detached-non-premisesignto-havelesserspacing thanthat reguired-inParagraphs{e > e allow

a detached non-premise sign to be relocated as a wall sign; or

* (2) allow the relocation of an HBA expressway sign to an LO(A), MO(A), or GO(A) district.

* For more information regarding specific use permits, see Section 51A-4.219. (Ord. Nos. 24232; 27516)

Digital Billboards: Current Overview
14




* (4) Both existing and new digital signs must comply with all lighting and safety standards mandated by
federal, state, or local rules or statutes, including standards adopted or amended after the date of passage of
these requirements. Lighting and safety standards include brightness; message duration; and proximity of
the sign to other digital displays, ramps, and interchanges.

e (d) Sign face exchange ratio.
* (1) Exceptasprovided-inPRaragraph{2}fFor every one square foot of sign face modified to use digital
display technology, three square feet of detached non-premise sign face area must be removed from within
the city.

* (A) To receive credit for the area of a conventional face removed, the conventional sign face removed
must result in elimination of a sign structure (if a face is removed from a structure, the entire structure

must be removed).

+—{c}(B) No credit is given for the area of the conventional face removed to convert to a digital display.

+{B}C) Removal of sign face area must be completed before modification of sign area to use digital
display technology.
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Draft proposed condiions:

* (e) Location and number.
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+—{2}(1) Digital display signs may only be expressway signs.
—3}(2)
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_A sign structure with a digital display may not be located within 1,500 feet of another digital display
on the same highway if facing the same direction of travel.
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+—{4}(3) Digital display signs may not be located within 300 feet of any lot located in a residential district,
measured radially.

+—{5}(4) Digital display sighs may not be located within 2999 500 feet of the Trinity Rlver measured from the

+{6}(5) Digital display signs may not be located within 500 feet of a lot in a historic district.
+{7}6) Digital display signs may not be located within 500 feet of an escarpment zone.
» (f) Digital display sign support structures.

* (1) Digital display sign support structures may not exceed an overall height of 50 feet or 42.5 feet above the
nearest point on the nearest travel surface of the nearest expressway, whichever is higher, except that no
digital display sign may be higher than the conventional sign it replaced.
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+—{3}(2) Sign support structures and faces being converted to accommodate digital displays may not be
modified to change the angle of a sign face.

+—{4}(3) Electrical service to sign support structures with digital displays must be underground between the
property line and the sign.

* (g) Display.
* (1) All digital displays signs must automatically adjust the sign brightness so that the brightness level of the
sign is no more than 0.3 footcandles over ambient light conditions at a distance of 250 feet from the sign. A
digital display sign must be equipped with both a dimmer control and a photocell that automatically adjusts

the display’s intensity according to natural ambient light conditions.
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* 2) Adigital display may not increase the light level on a lot in a residential district over ambient conditions
without the digital display, measured in footcandles at the point closest to the sign that is five feet inside the
residential lot and five feet above the ground.

* (3) Before the issuance of a digital display sign permit, the applicant shall provide written certification from
the sign manufacturer that:

* (A) the light intensity has been factory programmed to comply with the maximum brightness and
dimming standards in this subsection; and

* (B) the light intensity is protected from end-user manipulation by password-protected software or
other method satisfactory to the building official.
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* SEC.51A-7.702. REMOVAL AND MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN NON- CONFORMING SIGNS.

* (a) Signs erected without a permit, either prior to or after the adoption of this article, are illegal signs if a permit was
required for its erection according to the law in effect at the time the sign was erected. Non-premise signs not current
on registration at the time this ordinance is adopted shall be considered illegal. It shall be unlawful to maintain any
illegal sign. It is a defense to prosecution under this subsection if the sign has been made to comply with the provisions
of this article so that a permit may be issued.

a A ela N - - aYe - - aVala a a

+—{e} (b) The right to maintain non-conforming use ceases when the sign is destroyed or removed by the intentional act

of the owner or his agent. No person may repair a non-conforming sign if the cost of repair is more than 60 percent of
the cost of erecting a new sign of the same type at the same location, unless that sign is brought into conformity with
this chapter. No person may repair a non-conforming sign where the effect of such repair shall be to enlarge or increase
the structure of the non-conforming sign. For purposes of this section, mono-pole, metal, and wood are each an
example of a “type” of sign and the term “repair” does not include maintenance or changes of words or other content
on the face of a sign. A restoration or reconstruction in violation of this paragraph immediately terminates the right to
operate the nonconforming use and the sign must be removed.
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* (c) Maintenance operations includes:

e (1) Cleaning;
e (2) Painting;

* (3) Repair of parts with like materials in a manner that does not alter the basic design or structure of the sign, provided that the
cost of all repairs performed during any consecutive 365-day period is not more than 60% of the cost of erecting a new sign of the
same type at the same location; and

* (4) Replacement of parts with like materials in a manner that does not alter the basic design or structure of the sign, provided
that the cost of all replacement of parts performed during any consecutive 365-day period is not more than 60% of the cost of
erecting a new sign of the same type at the same location.

* (d) The effective area of a detached non-premise sign does not include the sign skirting if no part of the sigh message appears on the
skirting other than the name of the sign company.

* (e) Except as provided in SEC. 51A-7.308, Nno new electrical, mechanical, or digital properties may be added to a non-conforming
detached premise or non-premise sign. (For example, a non- |IIum|nated sign may not be converted to an illuminated sign, and a plain
bilbeard premise or non-premise sign may not be converted to a tri~visien digital type.)

* (f) The effective area of a detached non-premise expressway sign does not include extensions of the sign face if:
* (1) the extensions do not collectively exceed 20 percent of the original area of the sign face; and

* (2) noindividual extension exceeds 80 percent of the original length or 50 percent of the original height of the sign face. (Ord.
Nos. 19455; 20927; 22113; 23094; 24232)
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Still working on this possibility with  our legal
department.
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Do you have any questionse
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Next Steps

*Fee In Lieu to work with our legal department

« Schedule for the Special Sign District Advisory
Committee (SSDAC)

« Schedule for the City Plan Commission (CPC)
« Schedule for City Councll
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