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Architectural Significance
Located at 2223 West Jefferson Boulevard, Cedar Crest is an excellent example of a
transitional Victorian country estate. The home was built in 1905 and boasts a
spacious floorplan of over 5,000 square feet. ~t one time the home was situated
on 27 acres, but that was subsequently subdivided. However, Cedar Crest and its
site still exhibit the grandise proportions of an early twentieth century residen
tial estate.

Cedar Crest could almost be described as a large Victorian farmhouse that also
exhibits some Greek Revival detailing. The proportions and styling are Victorian
with the narrow windows and high pitched hip roof creating a dramatic sense of ver
ticality. Greek Revival influences are expressed in the homes columns and in the
large wrap around porch. As a country estate, the structure is enormous in size
and substantial in appearance. Three stories in height, Cedar Crest’s size is aug
mented by Its simplicity in design and detailing.

The most dominant architectural features of the home are the wrap around porch at the
first and second level and the abreviated widow’s walk at the third level. The porch
exhibits a ballustrade as a railing on the second level and Is supported by small
Greek Revival columns. The third level porch is supported by two massive columns.
Wooden dentils help forrr the cornice lines at the second and third floors, while a
porte cochere is integrated into the wrap around porch on the west facade.

The house is of wood constructicn on a brick foundation, with clapboard siding through
out. Some wood shingles are found on the gables and do’rners at the third level. The
high pitched hip roof is covered with composition shingles.

The windows in Cedar Crest are a simle one over one arrangement, with narrower
windows being found on the side and rear facades. Bay windows protrude on the east
and west facades, and transoms can be seen over both doors. Period architectural
features include pocket doors; ornate wood paneling on the staircase; newell post
lamps; beveled, leaded glass bay windows on the staircase landing; a pie—shaped sitting
room dominated by a 19th-century Regency chandelier; sidelights and transom set off
the front entry; and, outside, two, seven-foot brick pillars mark the entrance to a
65-foot walkway leading to one of two wraparound porches.

Cedar Crest is a visual and architectural landmark in Oak Cliff that evokes memories
of courtry estate living in the early twentieth century. The home has been meticu
lously renovated by its new owners and will continue to serve as a landmark for the
co!Tr~unity.
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Designation Merit

A. Character1 interest, or value as
part of the development, herit ge
or cultural characteristics of
the City of Dallas1 State of Tax—
as, or the United States.

B. Location as the site of a signi
ficant historical event.

C. Identification with a person or .L
persona who significantly contri
buted to the culture and develop—
ment of the city.

D. ExemplificatiOn of the cultural.
economic, social, or historical
heritage of the city.

E. Portrayal of the enviroment of
group of people in an era of his
tory characterized by a distinct
ive architectural style.

F. Embodiment of distinguishing cha— ~
racteristics of an architectural
type or specimen.

C. Identification as the work of an —

architect or master builder whose
individual work baa influenced
the development of the city.

itectural design, detail, ma
terials1 or craftsmanship which
represent a significant archi
tectural innovation.

I. Relationship to other distinc— —

tive buildings, sites, or areas
which are eligible for preser
vation according to a plan
based on historic, cultural, or
architectural motif.

3. Unique location of singular
physical characteristics repre
senting an established and fa
miliar visual f ature of a
neighborhood. cocunity, or the

X city.

i. Archeological value in that it —

has produced or can be expected
to produce data affecting theo
ries of historic or prehistoric
value.

L. Value as an aspect of c~ur.ity ...~..

sentiment or public pride.

• ... .... ... ........• .• . •..•• .......••.....•••••••••••• .. ..••• ....••• . . . . . . . . . ...

Recommendation

The Landmark Survey Task Force requests
the historic ndinark Preservation Com
mittee to deem this proposed landmark
meritorious of historic recognition as
outlined in city ordinance 19—A.

Farther, this task force endorses the
preservation criteria, policy recoend—
ationa, and landmark boundary as present
ed by the Dept. of Urban Planning taff.

Date: December 13, 1983

Chairman, Lan~ark Survey Task Force

17~1 ~1~d~-
Program Manager, Historic
Preservation Programs

x h. Embodimen:s of elements of arch-_
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Preservation Analysis

STRUCTURE

1. Surface Hat rials
2. Fenestration xid Portals

a. style,type
b. ely ratio
c. rhythms
d. placement

3. Trim and Detailing
a. style
b. unique trim or detailing
c. structural members

4. Roof
a. style,form
b. slope
c. materials

5. Design Concepts
stylistic demands

b. functional concepts
6. Utilities

a. design
b. placement

7. Signs
a. style1design
b. placement

S. Exterior Connections
a. design
b. penetration points

x 1. Prohibited Structure Areas
a. approach
b. view corridors
c. site feature protection

x d. vertical additions
x 2. Access/Egress

3. Adjacent R.O.W.’
a. existing treatment
b. proposed changes

4. Landscaping
a. existing plant removal
b. mew plant selection
c. site design

5. Site Fixtures
a. furniture
b. sculpture,art
c. paths
d. utility units

— a. signs
X 6. Lighting

a. exteriors
b. groundsx

x

X 1.
2.
3. Roof
4. Utilities
5. Signs
6. Site Fixtures
7. Accent Color

• •• • •~ • •S t •S •S•• •• ~ •~ ~ ISt•S • S~ •ISS•••4. •• ~S• ••S. I •SSS••S.. •S• ••~I• •~• •~ ~S. I ~ ~ • I

Land Use Analysis

Proposed zoning change:

from: Office — 1 (0-1)
e

to: No Change

Reco~ended use variances:

None

SITE

x
x
x

x
x
x

x

x
x
x
x

x
x

x
x

-r

x
z

x

x
-r
-r

COLOR

Surface Materials
Trim arid Det us
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PRESERVATION CRITERIA
Cedar Crest has been totally renovated and is currently being used as office space.
No additional renovation or new construction Is anticipated at this tlr~e, therefore,
staff recomends that all existing elements be preserved as Is. All repairs and
replacements due to maintenance and/or accidental damage shall meet the followirg
guidelines.

CRITERIA
1. Surface Materials

Reconstruction, renovation or repair of the opaque elements of each facade shall
employ only wooden elements of equal texture, width, color and module size of
the existing main structure as practicable. Reconstruction, renovation or repair
of the brick and tile of the foundation and porch shall employ only brick or tile
of equal texture, grain, color and module size of the main structure as practicable.

2. Fenestrations and Openin~
Existing openings in the protected facades shall remain intact and new openings
shall not be permitted. The relationship existing between wood walls, windows
and door openings shall be maintained and pre~erved as Is. No tinted or reflec
tive glass shall be permitted.

3.~f
The slope, corfig.~ratio’~ and surface pattern of the existin; roof sha~i be main
tained. No ne~ vertical e~ter~sicnS shall be allowed ar~d all existir; exte~!1orS.
gatles~ and dormers shall be preserved. All replacee’tS or repairs to t~e
structure shall employ a roofing material comparable with the existing roof in
texture, design and color.

4. Emtellishme’t5 and Detaiuin~
All orramental detailing enumerated below shall remain intact. Any reconstruc
tion, renovation or replacement of the listed items shall be identical in com
position and texture as practicable: -

A. Porches and columns: The wrap around porch at the first and second level and
the supporting columns. The porch at the third level and supporting columnS.

B. Ballustrade The ballustrade that serves as railing on the porches.

C. Cornices: The cornices and wooden dentils exhibited at the second a~C third
floors.

D. Projecting Bays: The projecting bays and windows found on the east and west
facades.

5. Color
The coloring of existing facade materials shall remain as is. Any painting or
use of new materials due to additions, extensions, alterations, repairs and main
tenance shall comply with the coloring of existing materials and paint schemes.

EXHIBIT “A”, Page 1 of 2



18355 842612
Predominate facade material: The existing color of the wood shall be preserved.
There will be no alterations with the exception of maintenance cleaning as nec
essary. The color of any additions or alterations to the structure shall coin
cide as nearly as practicable to the existing ‘color range.

6. Lighting and Landscaping
Exterior lighting and the placement and removal of trees and shrubs shall be
approved by the Landmark Committee prior to comencement of work.

7. Public Improvements
All proposed public improvements of streets and associated R.O.W. abutting the
structure shall be approved by the Historic Landmark Preservation Corririttee
prior to corrrrencernent of work.

8. ~jgns
Upon passage of the ordinance, all signs and their structural supports shall be
removed from the existing building facade. All new signs shall be designed to
be compatible with the architectural qualities of the existing main structure.
All new signs shall be approved by the Landmark Committee prior to the issuance
of a sigr~ permit.

EXHIBIT “A”, Page 2. of 2
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