
Applicable Urban Design Priorities Project Should Achieve

The Drever 
1401 Elm

TIF District:
City Center

Program:
Retail / Residential / Hotel

The 360 Plan
Section III, IV, V, VI, VII

Forward Dallas!
Section 5 [urban design element]

TIF Urban Design Guidelines
Part III, Part IV [City Center]

Policy References Context Description

The project site for the Drever development is located on the north side of Elm Street between 
Field and Akard Streets, with direct adjacency to the Akard DART Station. The development 
proposal involves converting the vacant office tower at 1401 Elm into residential units, hotel 
rooms, and providing ground floor retail along the primary block faces. 
 
Key considerations include the introduction of retail with direct adjacency to the Akard DART 
stop and increasing access to the building along Elm. The project also proposes various art 
installations including a proposed public realm installation at the corner of Elm and Akard. The 
project is seeking historic tax credits through NPS and THC, as well as LEED NC certification. 
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City of Dallas 

UDPRP Review Summary 10.25.13
Urban Design Peer Review Panel
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DATE:  10.25.13 

TIME:  8:30am 

PROJECT:  1401 Elm Tower Redevelopment 

LOCATION:  Dallas City Hall Room 6FN 

Overview

Below is a summary of Urban Design Peer Review Panel for 1401 Elm Tower as derived from the 
October 25 Peer Review session.  

Advice Summary 

[1] The panel applauds the overall vision and scope of the project as an opportunity to create a
transformative destination for Downtown Dallas.

[2] The stair is a grand and generous gesture, but as currently proposed is somewhat
underutilized. The panel expresses concern regarding the lack of destination at the top of the
stairway and therefore encourages program that activates all levels of the building, especially
those located at the top of the stair, with vibrant uses such as entertainment or other traffic
generating uses.

[3] The stair should be opened up to allow for greater visibility and access allowing for enhanced
integration into the overall project circulation concept.

[4] The panel supports the proposed landscape and hardscape concept for the project and
concurs that project specific streetscape design is appropriate at this location.

[5] The panel encourages cooperation of the various City of Dallas departments concerning any
signage variances or approvals necessary to achieve an overall retail mixed-use destination.
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