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Cabana Hotel

Neighborhood:
Design District

Program:
Hotel

Forward Dallas!
Section 5 [urban design element]

TIF Urban Design Guidelines

Policy References Context Description
The Cabana Hotel is located in the southeastern corner of the Design District, directly adjacent to  
I-35E (Stemmons Freeway), with significant frontage along Slocum Street. An electrical substation 
is located directly to the north of the site and a Greyhound .Servicing Facitlity is located directly 
to the west. The structure, built in 1963, is currently vacant, and has served a variety of uses under 
various ownership since its construction. 

The proposed project consists of complete renovation and rehabilitation of the existing structure 
to its original use as a hotel, leveraging the use of historic tax credits. 

Considerations for the site include the pedestrian realm improvements and building activation 
along the Stemmons Freeway frontage and the Slocum Street frontage, as well as improving the 
site’s overall connectivity to nearby neighborhoods and assets such as Victory Park, the Victory 
DART station, the Ron Kirk Pedestrian Bridge and the Trinity River.
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[1] Improve the pedestrian realm along the Stemmons Freeway frontage road and Slocum 
Street to improve pedestrian access to and around the site.
Considerations for public realm improvements include street trees, sidewalks, crosswalks, 
and the integration of the proposed valet lane. 

[2] Utilize the building programming and design elements to create a more activity and 
vibrancy within the public realm along Slocum Street- 
Consideration should be given to the relationship of the Slocum frontage and the ability 
to activate the street though additional entries, landscape, and building articulation where 
appropriate, and through augmenting inactive zones with a comfortable and inviting 
pedestrian realm.

[3] Utilize the site as a key connector between Victory Park and the Trinity River- 
Leverage the site’s strategic location as an opportunity to provide a long term pedestrian 
connectivity strategy to link adjacent districts, amenities and assets such as the northern 
end of the Design District, Victory Park, The Ron Kirk Pedestrian Bridge and nearby transit.
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A CENTURION AMERICAN PROJECT
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SUBMISSION MATERIALS
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A DALLAS LANDMARK SINCE 1962
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First developed by legendary Las Vegas hotelier, Jay Sarno, in 1962 with offerings including a cocktail  
lounge, music venue, coffee shop, restaurant, subterranean spa, ballroom and expansive pool deck, the modernist  

building quickly gained a reputation as a vibrant social hub where savvy Dallasites and regional travelers could  
rub shoulders with visiting celebrities.  The Centurion American development team will reinvigorate the  

original historic structure with a sophisticated remix of the original amenities along with developing an expanded  
array of enhanced food and beverage, retail, entertainment and conference facilities.

The members of Led Zeppelin and their lead singer, Robert Plant, 
were captured in the Cabana’s pool area by local photographer, Carl 
Dunn, duiring an extended Dallas stop on their 1970 tour.

Iconic bombshell Raquel Welch moonlighted as a cocktail server  
at the Cabana’s “Bon Vivant Room” while working as a model for 
Neiman Marucus on her path to Hollywood stardom.

Upon Paul McCartney and the Beatles’ arrival at the Cabana on their 
lone Dallas visit, a mob of young fans swarmed the hotel entrance, 
overwhelming the police escorts and breaking the foyer glass.
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CABANA HOTEL MARKET AREA
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CABANA HOTEL NEIGHBORHOOD & TIMELINE
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PRELIMINARY
FOR REVIEW ONLY
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PRELIMINARY
FOR REVIEW ONLY
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CABANA HOTEL
STREETSCAPE STUDY

SLOCUM STREET
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CABANA HOTEL
STREETSCAPE STUDY

I35 SERVICE ROAD
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