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o Honorable Members of the Public Safety and Criminal Justice Committee

sussecT Dallas Fire-Rescue Blocker Program

The pilot program to utilize “Blocker” apparatus on freeway incidents was instituted by
Dallas Fire-Rescue on April 1, 2019. The 3-month trial is designed to mitigate the danger to
personnel and equipment in areas identified as high-risk locations for fire apparatus being
struck. Blocker 1, running out of Station 43, responds to incidents on 1-35, north and south
bound, from West Mockingbird Lane up to 1-635. Blocker 2, currently running out of Station
6 (moving to Station 19 after station renovations), will respond to incidents on I-30, east and
west bound, from 15t Avenue to Jim Miller Road.

Since the program’s inception, Blocker 1 has responded to 56 incidents and Blocker 2 has
responded to 62 incidents. On April 2, 2019, brand new Truck 19 (at an equipment cost of
$1.3 million) went into service. Six days later, on April 8, 2019, Blocker 2 was hit while
providing protection at an incident where Truck 19 was on scene. The blocker did its
intended duty in protecting our first responders, our emergency equipment, and any
residents on scene.

The pilot program has already been viewed as a successful initiative within the department.
Expectations have been exceeded, with members reporting feeling safer on scene, while
DFR apparatus receive better protection. In just over 2 weeks, the blockers have provided
safety at 118 incidents, reducing risks considerably. We look forward to much more
anticipated success with the DFR Blocker Program, and appreciate our city officials working
with us to provide Dallas with the kind of service and safety it deserves.
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