


 

LOOP
THE

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONSERVANCY
50-MILE DEDICATED HIKE & BIKE 
LOOP IN THE CORE OF DALLAS



CIRCUIT TRAIL CONSERVANCY - 501(C)(3)

The Circuit Trail Conservancy (CTC) will serve as an umbrella organization to lead 

fundraising and outreach efforts for The Dallas Integrated Circuit Trail. 

The initial board includes:

Jeff Ellerman          Linda Owen               Larry Dale                 Mike Terry                     

Rick Perdue           Joseph Pitchford          Philip Henderson
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PURPOSE

Leveraging public and private resources to build a 130-mile premier urban 

trail network that connects all Dallas communities and neighborhoods to 

transportation hubs and economic centers.

GOALS

	 I.  	Complete The Loop: a 50-mile dedicated hike and bike trail system 

		  linking communities and neighborhoods surrounding the core of 

		  Dallas.

	 II. 	Complete, sustain, and endow the Dallas Integrated Circuit Trail.
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“Communities big and small are now investing 
in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.  These 
trends are reshaping destinations across 
the globe, and have the potential to benefit 
people of all income brackets, since biking 
provides mobility for those needing or wanting 
a less expensive alternative to automobile 
ownership, maintenance, and use.”  
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SOURCE: BICYCLERETAILERSOURCE: UT AUSTIN

SOURCE: JULIA ROBINSON SOURCE: TRAVELCHANNEL

BUTLER TRAIL AT LADY 
BIRD LAKE
AUSTIN, TX
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80 MILES BY 2020
$220 MILLION TOTAL COST
$100 MILLION FROM HOUSTON BOND PROGRAM
TOTAL COST OF $4.8BILLION

SOURCE: SWASOURCE: SWA

SOURCE: SWA

BUFFALO BAYOU

HOUSTON, TX
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“Private investment along the entire proposed 
route has surged to $3 billion.”

“Home prices have risen in formerly overlooked 
working-class neighborhoods...”

									       
									         Richard Fausset
									         New York Times
									         September 11, 2016

SOURCE: Dustin Chambers for The New York TimesSOURCE: Dustin Chambers for The New York Times 

SOURCE: Dustin Chambers for The New York Times

ATLANTA BELTLINE

ATLANTA, GA

22 MILES 
9 YRS INTO 25 YR BUILD OUT
$4.8 BILLIION 
TOTAL COST OF $4.8BILLION
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DOWNTOWN
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CIRCUIT TRAIL CONNECTION
CONNECTS THE KATY TRAIL TO THE 
TRINITY STRAND TRAIL AND TRINITY 
RIVER SKYLINE TRAIL

STRAND/SKYLINE GATEWAY
CONNECTS THE TRINITY STRAND TRAIL TO 
THE TRINITY RIVER SKYLINE TRAIL

TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST TRAIL LINK
CONNECTS THE SKYLINE TRAIL TO 
SOUTH DALLAS/AUDUBON CENTER 
AND TRINITY FOREST

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL
CONNECTS WHITE ROCK LAKE AND EAST 
DALLAS TO SOUTH DALLAS AND THE 
TRINITY FOREST TRAIL SYSTEM
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THE LOOP (PHASE ONE)

TRAIL STATUS
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FUNDED (21.9MI)
OTHER COMPLETED/FUNDED 
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TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL
CONNECTS WHITE ROCK LAKE AND 
EAST DALLAS TO SOUTH DALLAS AND 
THE TRINITY FOREST TRAIL SYSTEM

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONNECTION
CONNECTS THE KATY TRAIL TO THE 
TRINITY STRAND TRAIL AND TRINITY 
RIVER SKYLINE TRAIL

STRAND/SKYLINE GATEWAY
CONNECTS THE TRINITY STRAND 
TRAIL TO THE TRINITY RIVER 
SKYLINE TRAIL

TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST TRAIL LINK
CONNECTS THE SKYLINE TRAIL TO 
SOUTH DALLAS/AUDUBON CENTER 
AND TRINITY FOREST
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METRICS

COUNCIL DISTRICT

DART STATION
N

1MI 2MI 3MI

TRINITY FOREST SPINE 
TRAIL

LENGTH: 8.7-MILE

PROJECTED COST: $18 MILLION

CONNECTS: TRINITY FOREST TRAIL TO 
WHITE ROCK LAKE
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SOURCE: CITY OF DALLAS

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL RENDERING

SOURCE: CITY OF DALLAS

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL RENDERING

SOURCE: CITY OF DALLAS

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL RENDERING

SOURCE: CITY OF DALLAS

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL RENDERING

FROM THE ARBORETUM TO THE AUDUBON

TRINITY FOREST SPINE 
TRAIL
CONCEPTUAL RENDERINGS
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TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST  TRAIL LINK 
CONNECTS THE SKYLINE TRAIL 
TO SOUTH DALLAS/AUDUBON 
CENTER AND TRINITY FOREST

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONNECTION
CONNECTS THE KATY TRAIL TO THE TRINITY 
STRAND TRAIL AND TRINITY RIVER SKYLINE 
TRAIL

STRAND/SKYLINE GATEWAY
CONNECTS THE TRINITY STRAND 
TRAIL TO THE TRINITY RIVER SKYLINE 
TRAIL

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL
CONNECTS WHITE ROCK LAKE AND 
EAST DALLAS TO SOUTH DALLAS AND 
THE TRINITY FOREST TRAIL SYSTEM
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METRICS

COUNCIL DISTRICT

DART STATION
N

1MI 2MI 3MI

LENGTH: 0.5-MILE

PROJECTED COST: $2 MILLION

CONNECTS:TRINITY SKYLINE TRAIL TO 
TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL

TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST 
TRAIL LINK
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STRAND/SKYLINE GATEWAY  
CONNECTS THE TRINITY STRAND TRAIL 
TO THE TRINITY RIVER SKYLINE TRAIL

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONNECTION
CONNECTS THE KATY TRAIL TO THE 
TRINITY STRAND TRAIL AND TRINITY 
RIVER SKYLINE TRAIL

TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST TRAIL LINK
CONNECTS THE SKYLINE TRAIL TO 
SOUTH DALLAS/AUDUBON CENTER 
AND TRINITY FOREST

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL
CONNECTS WHITE ROCK LAKE AND 
EAST DALLAS TO SOUTH DALLAS AND 
THE TRINITY FOREST TRAIL SYSTEM
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COUNCIL DISTRICT

DART STATION
N

1MI 2MI 3MI

METRICS

STRAND/SKYLINE 
GATEWAY

LENGTH: 0.5-MILE

PROJECTED COST: $2 MILLION

CONNECTS: TRINITY SKYLINE TRAIL 
TO TRINITY STRAND 
TRAIL
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IRVING BOULEVARDIRVING BOULEVARD

SYLVAN AVENUE
TRINITY STRAND TRAIL

TRAMMEL CROW PARK
TRINITY RIVER ACCESS

BAKER PUMP 
STATION

SOURCE: CITY OF DALLAS

TRINITY RIVER BASIN
SOURCE: SWA

TRINITY RIVER BASIN

TRINITY STRAND TRAIL

TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST  
TRAIL

STRAND/SKYLINE GATEWAY

INSPIRATION
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CIRCUIT TRAIL CONNECTION 
CONNECTS THE KATY TRAIL TO 
THE TRINITY STRAND TRAIL AND 
TRINITY RIVER SKYLINE TRAIL

STRAND/SKYLINE GATEWAY
CONNECTS THE TRINITY STRAND 
TRAIL TO THE TRINITY RIVER SKYLINE 
TRAIL

TRINITY SKYLINE FOREST TRAIL LINK
CONNECTS THE SKYLINE TRAIL TO 
SOUTH DALLAS/AUDUBON CENTER 
AND TRINITY FOREST

TRINITY FOREST SPINE TRAIL
8.7-MILE DEDICATED TRAIL CONNECTS 
WHITE ROCK LAKE AND EAST DALLAS 
TO SOUTH DALLAS AND THE TRINITY 
FOREST TRAIL SYSTEM
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PROPOSED TRAIL @ GRADE

PROPOSED TRAIL ON STRUCTURE

EXISTING TRAIL

FUTURE TRAIL CONNECTION

•	RESTRICT ROUTE TO STEMMONS PARK + TXDOT R.O.W.

•	DESIGN ROUTE OVER I-35E R.O.W

•	CROSS I-35E AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE POINT

•	CONTROL MEANDER TO REDUCE IMPACT OF EXISTING TREES

•	CREATE EXPERIENCE COMPLIANT WITH ADA STANDARDS

•	NO AT-GRADE CROSSINGS

•	WORKS WITHIN KNOWN CONSTRAINTS

+[405]

+[398]

+[416]

+[410]

+[403]

+[390]

+[405]

+[427]

+[438]

[437]+

[455]+

[410]+

[407]+

GOAT HILL

REVERCHON PARK

HI LINE DR

DART / TRE

NORTH HOUSTON ST

DART / TRE

OAK LA
WN AVE

I-35E

I-35E

NORTH DALLAS TOLLW
AY

HARRY HINES BLVD

KATY TRAIL

WORLD TRADE CENTER

DESIGN DISTRICT

TRINITY STRAND TRAIL

CIRCUIT TRAIL 
CONNECTION
OVERALL PLAN
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EXISTING CONSTRAINTS

•	 Infrastructure Vertical Clearance 
Challenges

	 - AASHTO
	 - City of Dallas
	 - DART
•	 Maximum Slope Requirements
•	 ONCOR High-Lines
•	 Above Grade Power Lines
•	 Flood Zone
•	 Sensitive Plant Communities
•	 Geologic Fault Lines
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ZONE 1: GOAT HILL TO STEMMONS 
PARK 
$9M 

ZONE 2: TRAILHEAD & PARKING AT 
STEMMONS PARK 

 $2M

ZONE 3: BRIDGE OVER I-35 & OAK LAWN 
$10M

DESIGN DISTRICT

INFO MART

KATY TRAIL

I-35E

DNT RAMP NORTH

DART / TRE

DNT RAMP SOUTH

TRINITY STRAND TRAIL

CIRCUIT TRAIL 
CONNECTION
ZONE BREAK DOWN
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SOURCES AND USES
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN STATUS
Capital Campaign Kickoff - May 2016
Donors: Lydia and Bill Addy

Crow Family Holdings
Lawrence B. Dale Family Foundation

Hunt Realty Investments
Mary and Mike Terry

TOTAL SUPPORT: 
$10M PRIVATE FUNDS PLEDGED

$13M NON-CITY PUBLIC FUNDS COMMITTED

	 $5M DALLAS COUNTY

	 $8M NCTCOG

$23M TOTAL

Anonomous (2)
Gil Besing
Billingsley Family
Jane and Pat Bolin
Cecilia and Garrett Boone
Greg Colvin
Corrigan Family Holdings
Pam and Jeff Ellerman
Rich Enthoven
Headington Companies
Jerry and Philip Henderson

Highland Capital Management
Rhonda and Jim Hoyt
Jordan Family Foundation
Diana and Todd Maclin
Bill and Patricia Miller
Muse Family Foundation
Linda Owen
Dee Ann and Marshall Payne
Jodi and Rick Perdue
Joseph Pitchford
Carolyn and Karl Rathjen

The Real Estate Council 
Richardson Bike Mart
Deedie Rose
Carla and Woody Smith
Gerald and Claudia Stool
Sulentic Family Foundation
SWA Group
Annette and Jack Vaughn
Robert C. and Fallon B. Vaughn
Terri Sue and Jack Wensinger
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LET’S ACT NOW!

LOOP
THE

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONSERVANCY

Active Transportation is BOOMING
	 Makes Dallas More Competitive
	 Creates a Multi-Modal System 

Power of Leverage
	 64% Non-City Funding
	 11 Mile Yields a 50-Mile Loop
	 99+% of Right of Way Secured

Impact Investing
	 Economic Development Driver (50:1 or Greater)
	 Benefits all Communities & People
	 Civic Pride - Dallas goes from “Worst” to “First”
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LOOP
THE

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONSERVANCY
www.theloopdallas.org

APPENDIX
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MILESTONES

•	Hike and Bike Trail Network Master Plan adopted 

•	Dallas Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) adopts Dallas Integrated Trail Circuit plan (Dallas ITC) 

•	PARD approves public-private partnership strategy to complete Dallas ITC 

•	Mayor Rawlings calls upon private sector to partner with the City on trail network

•	Circuit Trail Conservancy (CTC) formed to represent private sector in public-private partnership with Dallas

•	CTC raises private funds, retains SWA 

•	CTC approves SWA concept plan for THE LOOP including Sky Bridge over I-35

•	The Real Estate Council awards seed money grant to CTC

•	Sky Bridge concept included in TXDOT/CityMAP report and NCTCOG 20/40 Plan

•	CTC presents The Loop to PARD board 

•	CTC presents The Loop to Friends of Katy Trail, Friends of Trinity Strand, Trinity Trust

•	CTC presents The Loop to Public Works, Trinity Water Shed, Dallas County, NCTCOG representatives

•	NCTCOG commits to assist with funding for The Loop

•	CTC establishes fiscal sponsorship fund at The Dallas Foundation 

•	CTC creates websites: www.circuittrailconservancy.com & www.theloopdallas.org

•	CTC launches capital campaign

•	CTC meets with city staff & council

•	CTC continues coordination with stakeholders & fundraising efforts

•	CTC Briefs Dallas City Council
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ONCOR HIGH-LIN
E
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SENSITIVE PLANT 
COMMUNTY

POWER LINES

POWER LINES

DART / TRE LINES

POWER LINES

GEOLOGIC FAULT LINE
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TRINITY STRAND TRAIL
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I-35E

•	AASHTO DESIRABLE ABOVE TRAIL VERTICAL CLEARANCE IS 10’

•	AASHTO MINIMUM ABOVE TRAIL VERTICAL CLEARANCE IS 8’

•	CITY OF DALLAS REQUIRED ROADWAY VERTICAL CLEARANCE IS 17’

•	DART REQUIRED MAINTENANCE ROAD VERTICAL CLEARANCE IS 12’

•	ONCOR VERTICAL CLEARANCE IS 14’

•	MAXIMUM OF 8% LONGITUDINAL SLOPE IN CONTROLLED RUN/DISTANCES

•	POTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

•	ONCOR HIGH-LINES / ABOVE GRADE POWER LINES

•	SITE LIES IN FLOOD ZONE

•	SENSITIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES

•	GEOLOGIC FAULT LINES

CIRCUIT TRAIL 
CONNECTION
ENVIRONMENTAL / REGULATORY CONSTRAINTS
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CIRCUIT TRAIL 
CONNECTION
TRINITY STRAND CONNECTION

PROPOSED TRAIL @ GRADE

PROPOSED TRAIL ON STRUCTURE

28



GOAT HILL

DART / TRE RAIL

KATY TRAIL
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DNT SOUTH

HARRY HINES

DNT / I-35 RAMP SOUTH

DNT / I-35 RAMP NORTH

DNT NORTH
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UNDER

TRAIL AT GRADE

TRAIL AT GRADE

OVER / UNDER

SIMPLIFIED CONNECTION UNDER DNT RAMPS

REVERCHON CULVERT CONNECTION

NORTH HOUSTON

PROPOSED TRAIL @ GRADE

PROPOSED TRAIL ON STRUCTURE

CIRCUIT TRAIL 
CONNECTION
ZONE 1 - GOAT HILL
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STEMMONS TRAILHEAD

DESIGN DISTRICT
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TRINITY STRAND TRAIL

EXISTING +/-6’ WIDE AT GRADE CROSSING

NOT A  POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

GATEWAY BRIDGE

ELEVATED TRAIL
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EXISTING TRINITY STRAND TRAIL

PROPOSED TRAIL @ GRADE

PROPOSED TRAIL ON STRUCTURE

CIRCUIT TRAIL 
CONNECTION
ZONE 3 - TRINITY STRAND CONNECTION
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LOOP
THE

CIRCUIT TRAIL CONSERVANCY
www.theloopdallas.org
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