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Canines (K9) in the Fire Service

1700’s: Dalmatians for 

the horses 

Mechanized Age:  

Dalmatians as station 

mascots 

Dallas’ best known 

mascot: “Maynard” at

Fire Station # 23
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1980:  First Accelerant K9 Study

“Accelerant” - ignitable liquids that hasten the 

development of fire to commit arson.

K9 Mattie

3



Mechanical Detectors

Portable Devices
• Used by DFR

• Detects hydrocarbons in parts per million (PPM)

• Discriminates Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)

Advanced Devices
• Used by DFR & State Fire Marshals Office

• Detects chemicals in parts per billion (PPB)

• Analyzes chemical compositions 
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K9’s as Detectors

• Used by DFR

• Detect ignitable liquids in 

parts per quadrillion 

(PPQ)

• Scent discrimination of 

ignitable liquids from fire 

products

• Pin point location

• Cost $6 - $10,000 for 

trained accelerant K9
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2002: K9 Ashly joins DFR
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2004: K9 Gunnar joins DFR

Enhance

public safety to 

ensure people feel 

safe and secure 

where they live, 

work, and

play
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2002 to 2013

• 1300+ fires 

• 97% positives
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Community
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Ambassadors
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Media
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Cost & Savings 
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August 2012
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 Ashly & Gunner set to retire

 Public Safety Committee recommends the following:

1.  Fund K9 program

2.  Purchase new Accelerant K9

 DFR obtains forfeiture funds

 Specifications developed with the help of:

1.  Department of Homeland Security

2.  National K9 Program

3. State Fire Marshal Office K9 Program

 City bid process initiated



DFR on the Hunt 

• January 2013: K9 selected for DFR for $8500 

(Price includes K9, K9 training and handler training)

Kasseburg Canine Training Center

• 27 years experience 

• All staff members - law enforcement and canine trainers 

• K9s must pass difficult selection criteria testing  

Only 10% of dogs tested meet requirements

• 98% of selected K9s pass prescribed course of training

eliminating loss of training time/manpower associated with

other training programs 
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• Active, friendly, protective and 

hard-working 

• Energy levels that are among the

highest of all dog breeds 

• Excessively high prey drive 

• Enjoy being challenged with new tasks

• Working dog for tasks including detection 

of odors such as explosives, 

accelerants, and narcotics

• Known as being very easy to obedience 

train due to high drive for rewards.

Belgian Malinois or 

Belgian Shepherd 
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Please welcome DFR’s   

newest Arson employee: 

Kenna
• Dutch for “Born of Fire”

• DOB: January 2012 in Holland

• Trained for accelerant 

detection 

• Handler – Capt. Stephenson

• Obtained certification May 

2013 and placed into service 
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Training Session Video with Captain Stephenson and Kenna
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Questions?
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