
The Importance of the Trinity Parkway:  The Importance of the Trinity Parkway:  
The Future is Today The Future is Today 

Trinity River Corridor Project CommitteeTrinity River Corridor Project Committee
Briefing onBriefing on

October 2, 2007October 2, 2007

Michael Morris, P.E.,
Director of Transportation

North Central Texas
Council of Governments



2

Regional Population 1960-2000Regional Population 1960-2000
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Mobility 2030:  The Metropolitan Transportation PlanMobility 2030:  The Metropolitan Transportation Plan
Regional Congestion LevelsRegional Congestion Levels

Vehicle Miles Traveled
Roadway Capacity

(Lane Miles)
Daily Total Delay
(Vehicle Hours)

Annual Cost of Congestion

2007
151 M

31,000

1 M
$4.2 B

2030
241 M

41,000

1.7 M
$6.6 B

% Change
59.6 %

32.3 %

70 %
57.1 %

Population

Employment

VMT / Person

2007

5.9 M

3.7 M

25.6 

2030

8.5 M

5.3 M

28.4 

% Change

44.1 %

43.2 %

10.9 % 
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TRINITY PARKWAYTRINITY PARKWAY
Regional Facility Regional Facility -- Dallas BenefitsDallas Benefits

1. Mobility Benefits with and without the Trinity Parkway
15,000 vehicle hours per day of reduced congestion delay
This translates to 4.2 million vehicle hours of reduced congestion delay per year
Achieves a $66 million reduction per year in the cost of congestion delays for the region

2. Included in Regional Plan Since 1974
Recommended as a toll road since 1995

3. Project (and those it directly impacts) Unlocks Downtown Dallas’
Congestion Nightmare

The third most congested roadway bottleneck in the U.S.
Trinity Parkway will result in a 10% reduction in regional congestion delay

4. Safety Benefits/Downgrade S.M. Wright Elevated Sections
The construction of the Trinity Parkway between U.S. 175 and I.H. 45 permits the 
removal of the elevated S.M. Wright bridge structures

5. Creates Opportunity to Rebuild Canyon/Mixmaster
Trinity Parkway facilitates reconstruction of the Canyon/Mixmaster

Source:  North Central Texas Council of Governments, Transportation Department, September 20, 2007
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6. Air Quality Benefits
In 2015, the Trinity Parkway reduces approximately 84 tons of nitrogen oxide and 
volatile organic compound emissions - a 10% reduction

7. Reliability Benefits
Unreliability of Canyon/Mixmaster would be benefited by the Trinity Parkway as a 
reliever facility

8. Regional Project for Dallas Citizens
44% of users live or work in the City of Dallas

9. Recreation + Flood Control + Mobility = Dallas Economic   
Development Winner

As supported by the City of Dallas Economic Development Study

10. Appropriate Need for Appropriate Facility/Thoroughfare Street 
near the Park would be a Disaster

Higher speed commuters by-passing congested freeways will lead to safety concerns

Industrial Boulevard as a Trinity Parkway alternative contradicts the City of Dallas’
intended purpose in the Balanced Vision Plan for the Trinity River Corridor 

TRINITY PARKWAYTRINITY PARKWAY
Regional Facility Regional Facility -- Dallas BenefitsDallas Benefits

Source:  North Central Texas Council of Governments, Transportation Department, September 20, 2007
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TRINITY PARKWAY - DIRECT IMPACT

IH 35E to Woodall Rodgers Freeway
Woodall Rodgers Freeway to IH 45/US 175
IH 45/US 175 to US 175/SH 310

INDIRECT IMPACT

IH 30 - Dallas County Loop 12 to IH 35E $ 115.million

IH 35E to Old Central Expressway
Old Central Expressway to IH 45
SH 183 to Motor Street
Motor Street to 8th Street
IH 45 to US 80
US 80 to IH 635
IH 635 to Bobtown Road
Bobtown Road to Dalrock Road
IH 30 to IH 635
IH 635 to Belt Line Road
Belt Line Road to FM 460

INDIRECT IMPACT

Loop 12 to Regal Row
Regal Row to SH 183
8th Street to US 67

US 67 to IH 20

IH 35E to IH 20

Loop 12 to IH 20

IH 20 to FM 1382
IH 30 to SM Wright Parkway
SM Wright Parkway to Trinity Parkway/US 175
Trinity Parkway/US 175 to IH 20

S.M. Wright Parkway IH 45 to US 175/SH 310
SH 121 to Spur 348
Spur 348 to Loop 12 $ 434 million
Loop 12 to SH 183
SH 161 to SH 114
SH 114 to Trinity Parkway

Trinity Parkway to IH 35E

US 175 SH 310 to IH 20 $ 347 million
$ 4.847 billion

ESTIMATED TOTAL
PROJECT COSTLIMITSLOCATION

LOCATION LIMITS ESTIMATED TOTAL
PROJECT COST

LIMITS ESTIMATED TOTAL
PROJECT COST

Trinity Parkway $ 937.6 million

$ 645 million

$ 1,350 million

$ 144 million

$ 1,010 million

$ 155 million

$ 647.4 million

SH 183

IH 35E

SH 114 - Dallas County

US 67

IH 45

IH 35E - Northwest Corridor

IH 30

US 80

LOCATION

IH
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