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Purpose

• Provide status of Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) map 
updates and status of documentation of 
levee protection (“Levee Certification”)
– FEMA is responsible for administering the 

National Flood Insurance Program
– The maps being updated are used and 

maintained for the flood insurance program
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Background

• Current flood maps are paper copies and 
were produced in 2001

• In 2004, FEMA began updating flood 
insurance maps for Dallas County to 
produce digital maps based on better 
information
– Preliminary maps are expected to be released 

in late March/early April 2007
– Final maps should be produced by late 2007
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Background (Cont’d)

• The current flood maps show our five levee 
systems as providing 100-year flood protection:
• Dallas Floodway Levee System, last improved as a 

Corps of Engineers project in the 1950s, protects 
much of downtown and Stemmons Corridor and parts 
of Oak Cliff and West Dallas (O&M by Street 
Services)

• Rochester Park Levee, completed in 1992, protects 
Southeast Service Center and nearby neighborhoods 
(O&M by Street Services)
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Background (Cont’d)

• Central Wastewater Treatment Plant Levee, 
reconstruction complete in 1996, protects plant 
only (O&M by DWU)

• Southside Wastewater Treatment Plant Levee, 
completed in1997, protects plant and area north of 
Middlefield and Jordan Valley Roads (O&M by 
DWU)

• McCommas Bluff Landfill Levee, expanded in 
2006, protects landfill only (O&M by Sanitation)
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What Does FEMA Require?

• Because of recent events, FEMA is requiring,  
nationwide, additional documentation on levees:
1. FEMA-approved design and construction reports
2. Officially adopted operation and maintenance plans 

and manuals 
• Previously, design and construction reports were 

acceptable
• Now, adopted operation and maintenance 

(O&M) plans and manuals in addition to the 
design and construction reports are required
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In the Meantime
• Since the development or updating of O&M 

plans and manuals can be a lengthy process, 
FEMA has established a provisional program 
that would show the levees as providing 
protection
– This means that FEMA will show the levees on the 

new maps as providing 100-year flood protection, 
even though FEMA has not received full 
documentation

• Communities have 24 months to provide 
engineering reports and O&M plans and 
manuals to FEMA
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• Preliminary flood maps will contain a warning 
statement that the levee protection is 
provisional, and that the community must submit 
documentation by a certain date

• This is not an indication of any deficiency, and 
flood insurance will not be required for protected 
areas

• According to FEMA’s letter dated January 31, 
2007 (Appendix A), documentation should be 
submitted by early March 2007 for the 
preliminary maps to be published without the 
provisional status noted

The Provisional Program
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Can We Meet the Deadline?

• The City is working toward submitting 
documentation early enough to avoid 
having “provisional” status on the 
preliminary flood maps

• If FEMA does not complete its review of 
our documentation before it releases the 
preliminary maps, we will still easily meet 
the 24-month deadline
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Current Status

Levee System Certification Status –
Design & Construction

Certification Status -
O&M

Dallas Floodway
Corps of Engineers has 
approved design and 
construction

Updating Corps of Engineers 
Manual

Central WWTP Verifying height to meet 
construction requirements

Reviewing manual to ensure 
required provisions included, 
complete end of February

Southside WWTP
Engineering report on design 
and construction is under review 
by FEMA

Reviewing manual to ensure 
required provisions included, 
complete end of February

Rochester Park
Corps of Engineers has 
approved design and 
construction

Reviewing manual to ensure 
required provisions included, 
complete end of February

McCommas Bluff Landfill
Engineering report on design 
and construction is being 
prepared

Recently constructed, O&M plan 
and manual being finalized
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Next Steps

• A resolution for Council adoption of O&M 
plans and manuals is being placed on the 
February 28, 2007, Council Agenda (see 
Appendix B)

• City will submit required O&M plans and 
manuals to FEMA for review in March 
2007, and at the same time will submit the 
agreement to enter the provisional 
program
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APPENDICES

• Appendix A
– FEMA Letter dated January 31, 2007

• Appendix B
– Draft Resolution Adopting O&M Plans and 

Manuals



Appendix A

FEMA Letter dated January 31, 2007









Appendix B

Draft Council Resolution for 
Adoption of O&M Plans and 

Manuals
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